
West Oxfordshire 

Air Quality 



Why do we monitor 

Part IV of the Environment Act (1995)  

1. regularly review and assess air quality 

2. determine whether or not the national air 
quality objectives are likely to be breached 

3. Report annually to Defra 

4. Make these reports available to the public 

 

 



What Do We Monitor 

• Nitrogen Dioxide 

• The National 
Objectives are 

40m/m3  monthly average 
compiled  annually 



What is m/m3 or parts per billion 

• One microgram per cubic 
meter of air is equivalent 
to 1 part per billion 

Or 

_____1____ 

1000000000 

Or  

• ½ teaspoon of salt 
dissolved in an Olympic 
sized swimming pool 



How do we monitor 

 

• Diffusion Tubes 

• Technical Guidance TG16 published by Defra 

• They are  

– Low cost 

– Easy to deploy 

– Provides monthly 

 data used to determine  

 annual averages 



Where do we monitor 

• Areas where we suspect residential premises 
are likely to be affected by levels on Nitrogen 
Dioxide that may exceed national objectives 

• Air Quality Management Areas where we 
have measured levels exceeding the annual 
national objectives 



Air Quality Management Areas 

Bridge Street Witney A44 Chipping Norton 



What have we observed 

Diffusion Tube Results 

Bridge Street Witney 
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What have we observed 

Diffusion Tube Results 

Horsefair Chipping Norton 
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What have we observed rest of  
district compared to AQMA’s  
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Detailed Information  

• http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment
/environmental-health/air-quality/ 

• Reports are published every year once approved by 
Defra. 

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/environment/environmental-health/air-quality/

